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| LL Legall Juriſdi&ions over a number of people or ſecicty of 
A men muſt either be primitive or derivative, now prinntive ju- 
rildiion is undoubtedly in the who'e body and not in one or 

me members, all men being by nature equal] ro other , and 

all Jurildi&ive power over then being founded by a compact 

c _—_— with them, is inveſted in one or more perſuns,who repreſent 
ewhole, and by the conlentof the whole are impowicd to govern by ſuch 
ules of eq-ality towards all , as that both governours and governed may 
KW certainly what the one may command, ard whart the other muſt obey , 
B without 
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with »ut the performance of which mmuall contra@,all ebligations are can- 
celled, and that jurildiive power returns unco its firſt ſpring (the people) 
from whence it was conveighed. 

And doubtlcflc whatever power our governors of the Corporation of Wea- 
vers may pretend and plead for, if they have any rationally, they had ir at 
firſt trom the whole body, as it ſtands incorporated into a civil ſociety of 
men walking by ſuch rules, eſtabliſhed for the preſeryarion of the Trade, 
advancement and encouragement of the profeſſors thereof, 

And if ir ſhall be vbje&ed, that they had a Charter granted them by the 
King, whereby they are inveſted with that power they challenge ; we an- 
ſwer, That theie is not any one liberty that is granted rothem, but whatis 
alſo granted to the meaneſt Member of the ſaid Company. The words of 
the Chatter are theſe; 


A Copy of the Charter granted by 


King Henry the ſecond, unto the Weavers 
of LOND O N, 


HE NRY Kingeof England,and Duke of Normandy and Aquitane, Ear! i 

Andion, To the Biſhop, Fuſtices, Sheriffs, Barons, Miniftcis, and ts all kis 
faithful of London greeting , know ye me ts have granted to the weavers of Lon 
don, their Guild to be had in London withalt Liberties and Cuſtoms which thy 
bad in the time of King Henry my Grandfather, ſo that none but by then ſhall ©t- 
termeddle within the City in their myſtery, neither in Sourhwark, neithcy in an) 
othey place pertaining to London, otherwiſe then was wont to be done in the time 
of King Henry my Grandfather ,whercfore I will and firmly command, that cut) 
where they (halt be lawfully uſed,and ſhall have all the things aforeſaid as well, 
and in peace, and freely , and honorably, and wholly, and more better, freelier, and 
bonorabiyer, and whollyer, then ever they bad in the time of King Henry #) 
Grandfather ; ſuthat cvery year they do render unto me two marks of gold at the 
feaſt of $. Michael. And 1 forbid,that any bereupon ſhall do unto «bem any in jus 


r!e or contumely upon the forfeiture of 10,1, witneſs T, Cant. ayd Ware, tht 
Sor of Gerr. Chan. at Wincheſter, 


So that it iscleer this Grant was not to ſo many particular men,bur to the 
whole ſociety ; and what power ſoever any perſon or perſons were after- 
wards inveſted withall, muſt of neceſſity be by the conſent, eleftion and appro 
bation of the whole body ; and if our Egyptian Task-Maſters have any 0 
ther Commiſion for their uſurped power over us, why do they not produce 
It? certainly if they could, they would, but having none they vlead euſtom 


and Prefidents, both which they wHl find but broken reeds to lean upon, 
but rotten props te ſupport their worm-earen Soveraignty. 

I. For firſt, There muſt be theſe two things ro make a cuſtom valid. 
3. Uſage, 2. Time, yerthat time muft be ſuch whereof there is ao nacmc- 


ry 
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ry of man, and the uſage muſt be peaccable witheut interruption ; but buth 
theſe are wanting to ftrengrhen their claim to their preteyded power over 
w; for iris within the memory of man, fince therg was a claim to the free= 
dm of Ele&ion, vis, in the 19. of Elix, and when there was a claim, 
there was an igterruption,and therefore that plea is to no purpoſe ; Bur 

2, Suppoſe there were a cuſtom,and that it had been time out of mind at- 
ſo; yer it long uſurpations ef pawer ſhould make the cxereifc thereof le pal, 
the very foundation of juſt Government were ſubverted, 

3. No cuſtom againft an AQ of Parliament is valid in Law, batthe eu- 
tom claimed bþy our Governors is againft the very tuncamenta]l Conſtity« 
tons both of al civil ſocieties, & of ſeveral Acts of Parliament, which ordain 
that al EleQions flial be tree,chiefly 3.of E4,1.Cl 5. by vertue of which the 
p:ople chooſe all their Officers and Magiiſtrate> in the ſeveral Pariſhes and 
Precincts in this Kingdom ; and if it be according to Law in the Major, the 
Common-wealth, it muſt conſequently hcld in the Minor,a particular Cor- 
poration or civil lacicty of men as we are, &c, 

4. But Cuſtoms are only valid when reaſonable , and Sir Edward Cooxe 
ſaich, 2. pa, Inftitures, pag. 62. That any Cu.ilom, how long ſoever it 
hath continued, if it be agaiaſft reaſon, is of no force in Law ; courſe of time » 
amends not that which is corrupt in its original ; now nothing in the world 
can be more unreaſonable then that ſuch a number vf men as 16 thould have 
Iderty to exerciſc a power over as many thouſands ,withour, nay againſt their 
ills,conſent,or eleQion, elpecially having neicher Law, nor ought elle to 
lead bur Cuſtom which is altogether unreaſonable, and therefore unlawful; 
and if it be adjudged lawful to take purſes on Newmgrke: heath, becauſe 
urſes have been taken there time out of mind,truly 'tis a vain thing to have 
Law in being; let Cuſtom be the Rule,and Power the Judg,and thenthere 
ill be many Tyrants but more ſlaves. The challenge and exerciſe of ſuch 
| _ over a people, being the perfeReft badg of ſlavery that men can be 
jetted to. | 
But we ſhall proceed in a diſcovery of thoſe oppreſſions and abules which 
ecomplain ſo much againſt in our Governors. 

1 Charge. They bave admitted Aliens ts be Maſters for ſums of money 
wthout ſerving 7 years,cont7aiy to the Statutes of the Kealm,orders of the Lord 
layor, and Court of Aldermen, Cuſtcms of the City, and Ordinances of the 
dmpany, 
Þ the Eames of the 1, Rich. 3 Chap. 9. 21.0t Hen. 8. Chap, 16, 32. 
{H'n. 8. Chap. 16. it is enaRed, That no ſtranger Artifi:cr not buing demi3en, 
bull [ct up or keep any houſe, ſhop, or chamber within Loneon, of any otby City, 
own, Borrough vr Village wherein he ſhall exerciſe any bandicraft or miſtery upon 
un to forfeit all his Goods, 
Alſo, without ſerving 7, years, contrary to the Statute of the 5, of E!;x- 
4, 4. which ſaith, No manner of perſo'2 ſhould uſe any bandicraft, myſicry, v; 
ual gccupation without ſtr ving 7, years as an Apprentice; but as if all Laws 
fre no more to them then the Phzulliftins cards to Sampſon, cahily broken, 
ity have brought in by their own confetlion three hundred and twelve 
angers to be Maſtersof the ſaid Company, ayd have taken for their ad- 
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mittanee 5 1. a man, which AT to 1560.1, or thereabauts , all whit, 
rizey have for ought 1s vitib.e convertcd to their own uſe, Beſides UPen 
ſtarch and examination we hnd many hundred Houle keepers, Weaver, 
that are Aliens in and about Bithops- gate” ſtreer,and the pa! ts adJaceur, all 
of which are admitted and permitted by the Maſters of the ſaid Company, 
and uſe the Trade of weaving, to the uticr undoing of the poor Comme,nal, 
ty of the laid Cot poration, 

"N ay they have card alſu comrary to the Cuſtoms of the City, Which 
enjoyneth every one to lerye 7 years as an Apprentice,as is exprefled by ap 
order made 1627, and an order made 1630, and contraty to a Gectee made 
April 6, Anz Don. 1585, by a full Cont of Aflitants, wherein it v as ad 
judged to be againt Law and Conſcience to admit of any Alien or Engl. 
but ſuch as have ſerved 7 years as an Apprentice within their Guild ; ang 
did order and decree, That the ſaid Baylifts and Governors ſhould ute and 
execute all lawful means by vertue of rhe Weavers Chatter, to avuid any 
remove all ſuch perfons,and Engliſh Forraigners as ſhould place theralclye, 
within the liberty of the ſaid Charter, As touching tkeir Anſwer to this 
Charge we dehire it may be ebicrved. 

I. That they wave the main part ofthe firſt Charge,and ſay that they ar; 
charged wich the admittance of ſtrangers only, when our Charge is this, Thy 
they have admitted ſtrangers to be Maſters of the Company for monty, contrary 
Law,&c, But becauſe they have no pretended Law to plead juſtification 
by, they ſcem to take no notice thereof, and only infitt vpon the admirtance 
of ſtrangers in general. 

2. To colourthe buſineſs they alleadg rhey have adinitied none but Prote. 
Rants,&c. To which we anſwer, That if to be a Proteſtant be a ſufficient au 
thority for perſons that are ſtrangers to uſe a i rade,why thuuld not all Eng 
liſh Pruteſtants be admitred alſo ; bur by Liw that 1s provided againſt, and 
therefore can be nv way warrantable for ſtrangers. Belides it is a libert 
which is denyed to us by other Nations ; for if an Engliſhman go beyond 
Sea,he muſt ſerve as a Journeyman,or ſeryant to another,being n-.t allowc 
to ſer up for himſe]t either in Fi ance or Ge/many;although in Farce, e.The 
N tives never ſerve 7 years for their Trade, but cither give a picce of mo+ 
ney te learn, or lerye a year or two as week boys, and cwhien ſer ap tor them 
ſelves , and therefore by che Law of Retalliatian ought to be uſed here a 
they uſe us in their Nations, eſpecially conſid2::;ng that for prevention « 
the evil that we now lie under , the King hath called in all his Letters 
Grace formerly granted to ſtrangers, ſo that neither by Law nor Grace 
they can juſtly challenge proteQtion, much leſs authority as hitherto to eat 
the bread out of our muuths, 

3 They objeR, Thar the ſlrangers admitted are broad weavers and deal no 
in the Commodities that we trade in, wi, Ribon, lace, &c, 

This ObjeQian is falſe, for moſt of us can, and many of us have wrought 
a5 good broad uffs as any are now adays made, an\ would dy ſtill, wereit 
n2t for the vaſt number of ſtrangers, ( which have cngrofſed the T rade, 
that we have been nece:licated to leavc it and tailro Lace and Ribbond, all 
which is confeil:d by the ſaid Governors in their tic Bill which lies before 
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the Coramittee, And if it fhall be demanded how or by what means they 
got the Trade into their hands ; we anſwer, That at the beginning of the 
War many of us and our ſervants engaged for the Parliament,and in our ab» 
ſence, they being generally Malignant, ftaying at hume , and kceping ſer- 
yants all of their 6wn Ceuntry, never iniployiug any Engliſh, as they by 
Law ought, by degrees got all the Trading, fo that now the War 15 ended, 
and we returned to fullow our Callings, we can get no employment, | 

By which means many hundreds have been forced tu leave the Trade, as 
to be Porters, Laboters, water-bearers, Chinnz»ſweepers, Salt cryers, and | 
ſmall chole men, &c. and many tuiced to take relict from the ſeveral Pa- | 
riſhes wherein theydwel, befides many that can get no employment ar all are | 
forced to beg;and lume have perilied by faminc,orhers have gone from thear 
wives and children,becauſe they could not provide for them, and ſome have 
fallen diſtraed and lo have dyed,and all of us are in a perithing condition, 

2 Charge. They bave admitted Natives tyweave and ſit up weaving in thiir 
Guild without ſerving 7 years contrary is the Statutes,Ordiis and Cuſtoms aforte 

ſaid, as hath been proved by leveral wicnefles before the Commirtce of this 
honorable Ruuſe. | 

2 Charge, They exatt extiaordinaiy fres of thoſe perſons that they maks free 
or admit taking a ſilver ſpoon of an ounce and half weight, and five ſyulings eight 
p ence in money, contrary tothe Statutes of 22. of Hen, 8. Chap. 4, ana 2.8. of 
Hen, 8. Chap. 5. which s abſo/utely forbid ten upon the penalty of 45. 1, And 
if any perſon have at ary time 1ifuſud ty paythem the ſaid extraordinary tees, 
they have kept them ou! of their Freedoms, contrary ty an order of th: Lord Ma-» 
Jor and Couit of Aldermen, made 1627, wheriby it was watred, That from 
thenceforth they ſhoutd not take abvuc3.s. 4 d. and put nune they make {ice ty 

greater . havges , but they have contend the ſaid orders, and declared in words 
that t hey had ne power to mike 0:Gers for them. 

All this they have cun.cfl:d, and plead an Ordinance of their own making 
ro be a ſufficient authority for to doing, though both againſt rwo Statutes, 
VR -23. of Hen. $. Chap, 4. & 28. of Hen. 8 Chap. 5. and the orders of the 
Lord Mcior,and Court of Aldermen By colout of which Ordinance they have 
deprived one foubn Guract of his F:eedom {for the ſpace of elevey years, by 
which he hath been damnihed many bundreds of puunds, Beſides they have 
upon the ſame account k:pt many po5r men which have been out in the Pare 
liamit ſervice and keen maymed, and ſought their Freedom by the Ordinance 
of Parliament made in that behalf, f,om their Freedoms to this day, becaule 
they are not able to pay thule etraordinary fees by them dayly exaRed, by 
pretence of the ſaid Ordinance of their own making. 

4 Charge. Fbry have deprived the Commonalty of their Rights in theiy fir(t 
Ordinance, wch ſaith the Baylifts arc to be choſen by the Baylifts, Wardens, 
Aſliftants ayd Commonalty. which Ordinance is grounded upon the Statuteof 
the 3. of Edw. 1. Chap. 5+ which ſaith, EleRions ought to be tree, &c, 

As touching the right of EleQion, lufficient hath been ſpoken inthe pre- 
amble before theſe Cha: ges, only give us leave to inſert a fcw patticulars in 
anſwer to their ObjeRion. 

1. Whereas they Obict, Thar the Commonalty are repreſented in the Livery 
of 
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of the ſaid Company ; we anſwer, Legal Repreſentatives muſt be legally choe 
fen by the perſons rep; eſented, or elſe they cannot, or at leaſt oughr not to be 
bound by their determinations ; but the /ivery men ef our Company are cha 
ſen by the Bayliffs and Gove/nors,and not by the Commonalty,and fo may pro- 
perly be called the Governors Repreſentatives and not ours 3 we being never 
called to give our voyce in their Elc/Ftons, neither are they indeed cleQed, 
bur brought in for 5. |, a man. In liew whereof they are 1nvetted with a pe= 
culiar priviledg above others, by being impowered to keep more ſervants 
then ordinary,by which means the Commonalty is deſtroyed allo. | 

Ang whereas they vbje&,that Bay/iffs baye been choſen by the old Bayliffs, 
werdens, Aſſiſtants and Livery of the 1aid Company, ever lince they were a 
Company which is near 5co, years. The (aid allegation 3s altogether falle ; 
for though it be truezthat the Charter is nigh g00. years old, yet was there not 
Livcries of Companies for hundreds of years after,and yer we are ſure Bayliffs 
were choſen by vyertue of the ſaid Charter, when there was no Liveries in 
Companies. 

Bot jf irwere granted, that what they alleadg were true, yet certainly an 
evil Cu(tora long uſzrped cannot therefore become legal, x part Cooks Inſiit, 
page 62, Bur becaule they have no legal axthority ro plead, they infift upon 
conſequere?, and defire you to confider what evil eftefts ſuch vulgar eleftions 
may produce. To which we anſwer, Surmiſes of cvmts are no valid arguments; 
for it that were granted, no Law could .be made to prevent a known evil, 
teſt the removal of thar, might occaſion a greater evil, Butitis a known 
maxime, a ſurmiſe of a probable evil ſhould pot hinder a certarn good. 

Buv ſecondly, There are many examples of general cle&ions, and yet no 
fuch evil effes follow as theſe men would perſwade you. 

1. EleRions are general inthe choice of Kni ghts of Kires, all Free hold- 
ers being authorized by Law togive their yoyce in their eleftion, and all 
Freetaen'of Corper ations have their voyce inthe choice of their Burgeſles, 
which are to repreſent them in making of Laws, by which they are to be 
bound, and all this done without any ſuch evil effects as theſe men pretend 
and ſurmiſe, 

2. Common=-Councel-men and all other Officers are eveny year choſen by the 
common conſent of all the free Inhabitants of every Pariſh : Nay the Lord 
Mayor by the common conſent of all the Repreſematrives ot the whole 
Commonalty of London (which are a greater multitude by far, and of a grea= 
rer diverſity in opinion and afteRion then we) and yet without any ſuch 
evill efte& as is ſurmiſed. 

3. The Company of Mercers, London, chuſe their Maſters and Wardens 
by the yoyce and content of the whole Commonalty, and certainly what is 
done b p them, may be done by us, w.thour any ſuch evill effeRs as they 
pretend, 

4. The Commonalty of our Corporation on the day of their EleQion 
choſe wutot their nuwber 140 to repreſent the whole, which number being 
preſented to the Honorable Hcuſe of Commons, upon the 22 of Fuly 1648. 
and by them net only approved of, bur an Order likewile grante4 us ro ma- 
nage our EleQion peaccably according to Law, which had been done ac- 


cordi ngly 


cordingly had not the ſaid Governours forcibly kept us out of our Hall, and 
contemned the Otder of this Honorable Houſe, 

5. Charge, The) bave diſmiſſed the Yeomandry contrary to ſix ſeverall Orders 
made with their conſent by the Lord Mayur ad Court of Aldermen. 

But they Obje@, That they have not diſmiſt them, &c, 

If they had not diſm fled them what nceded ſo many ſeverall Orders to be 
made to the contrary ; but we defire you to take notice, That the Yeoman. 
dry did confift of Aixteen perſons which were authorized by the afureſaid 
fix ſeveral Orders to {earch and find our the abuſes in Trade, viz. Intru- 
ders that had not ſerved ſeven years ; and that none but ſeryiceable work 
might be made for the Commonwealth ; Now becauſe theſe Goveinors 
gain by Intruders, making t2em pay tor tjieir Permiſtion, and driving the 

reateſt Trade, make much ſlight and deceirful work, therefore they have 
diſmifled the ſaid Yeomandry, by reaſon whereof both the ſaid Evils are 
continued. Beſides, the Yeomandry by the ſaid Orders were to have the 

Journeymens Quarrteridges for anpad pgs but now being by them diſmiſ- 

ſed they gather the Quarteridges and ſhare it among themſelves, 

Bur ſecondly they ſay,We ſhould have complained to theLord Mayor, &c. 

To which we anſwer, That we had little hope that they which would nor 
obey ſix Orders, would obey the ſeventh. Bur for furthes fatisfation, be- 
cauſe the Foxes thall have never a hole left, know, that for the ſpace cf 
thirty years we have applyed our ſelves to the City, but they have contem- 
ned all Orders; Nay, we have applycd our lelves nigh eight years to the 
Honorable Houſe of Commens, and have obtained ſeveral Orders, all which 
they have contenaned, and refuſed to yeeld obedicnce ro, ſpeaking very 
contemptuouſly againſt the Autharirty of Pailiament. 

6,Chaige.That they have waſted the Stock and Treaſure of the Company in bic 

Ways, anda bave net made that prov! ſion for the poor member's of the C ompany as by 
thir Truſt they ought to bave done. 
* So that what with their Feaſtings, defending vexations Suits contrary to 
Law, purchaſing 2 Monopuly, large Fees for Councellors , Bills,Remurers, 
Suits againſt Weavers of other Companies, &c, They have, in one year 
out of the Companies Stock and Income (which amounted bur to 791 !, 
58. 5d.) ſpent 566 1. 19 5. $d. which years account agrees with their diſ- 
burſements other years iſo; and for two hundred pounds given by one Mr 
Ralph Hamor to purchaſe Land for the Poor, they have purchaſed none to 
this day, but have thared the money among themſelves. 

They have had ſeveral other Incomes and Legacies, yer the Poor ate 
wholly negleQed and unprovided for,and the Stock of the Cumpany wholly 
waſted, and ir is not clear to us but thar they are very much indebted 

All this appears by the examination of three years accomprs raken by Mr 
Bening wg and Mr Crowder, who were choſen as a Sub-Committee for that 
purpo Cs 

Now if the Corporation be ſo much damnified in three years, it will be 
very conſiderable to imagine what they have ſuſtained and have been dame 
nified by the ſaid Government and Governors in a hundred years. | 

7, Charge. They have neglefted to put the Laws of the Laxd, m—_— 
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of the Company, or Orders of the Lord Mayor ard Court of Aldermen in execution 


againſi iniiwaer | 
8, Charge. Lally, They procurcd a Pattent and Contra exceeding deflruftive 


| to the Trade aid Sully, | ; ; 
x. By proh:biting chem k' ag of mixtures uſeful, by impoſing Fines, A- 
[4 merciaments, [cv ying thole Fines by diſtrels,(cUing at their wilis theZoods, 
Cnatcels, arid othct things app2i tang to the Company, 
| 2+ That wichouc any aCt of Parliament rey have cauicd mens Goods to 
be ferfeired, whereot twney were tu have one halt, &c, 
| 3. They have altered the Government of cs Company from ewelve Af- 
| Fſtants to twenty All this by coluurct the laid Patten, 
| tn liew whereof chey contacted with his Majeſty to ſee payd by the Com- 
m onality 7 d, upon every pou id 0; Silk Wrougut in broad Stuff, 
They contraftcd to take a Bond of two hundred puunds of every Weaver 
for the performance of the {aid payment, and upun the ieluſal of divers 
| perſons to be bound as atorelaid, they haye cauſed them to be taker by Pur- 
le vants, and brought before the Councel Table, and reſtrained vt theic li- 
berties until they conſented to pertorm the Premilles, Beſides, this Patcenc 
| was precired, and contia made, withnut the knowledg ur privity of the 
Commonality z yet their names uled in both, 
Every vorticular part of chis Charge is proved by many witneſies, belides 


many otner thiags toy 14"ge b<:C <7 infelced, ; 


The Preaifles conſidered, and all other tircumftances duly weighed, our 
delizes forthe Freedom of Elections being both legal and rational, cur 
ſuftcrings and abuſes under uſurping pretended Governors ſo abuſive and 

- oppreflive,our Wants ſo great, Company fo numerous, T1. ding lo little 
and that too devoured by ſtrang©rs, y 

And foraimuch as notwithſtanding we app'ycd our ſelyes 39. years bo the 

[ Ciry,and could obtain no re-ict,and fince,nigh eight year: to this Houſe: 

if if after all this we ſhall be denyed aiuſt eftabliſhmenc and confirmation 

| of our preſent Elc&ion, any pcoviiion for the Freedom of future EleRi- 

þ | ons, a':4red -fs ot theſe our prefliag grievances, we ſhall be left withonr 

{> all ty 4 © Pail ndicy of 1C:4nt RErcin, UA.GDEH no appeal un Pac 

ment« | : 
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We therefore hope all theſe things put together v:ill be of ſuch weight wk" 

q 14 all conſciencious godly men in this hanorable Houſe of Commons, as that 

'# we ſhall nor need to tear your willing athftance for the redreſling thelc 

f greatevils,and granting our iuſt deſiies. The ſpeedy performance where- 

x of will not only gaine unt »you the prayers of many thouſand perſons who 

are ready to perith fur want of Trading, bur alſo engage them as hercto- 

;; fore, lo for the furure,to ſtand by you 1n your greateſt neceſſities , forthe 

lf ſtrengthening your hands in the execution of Juſtice and Judgement, and 
| redrefs ofjthe oppreſitvns of the Nation, F 


